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Harold L. Ritchie
Chairman
JOHN BEL EDWARDS
Governor

Executive Board on Aging

MINUTES OF THE LA EXECUTIVE BOARD ON AGING (LEBA) MEETING

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF ELDERLY AFFAIRS

525 Florida St., 4th Floor-Room 427, 10:00 PM Baton Rouge, LA  

November 17, 2016

CALL TO ORDER

The regularly scheduled Quarterly Meeting of the Louisiana Executive Board on Aging (LEBA) was called to order at 10:00 AM by Paul Colomb, Attorney General Counsel, with Marilyn Randolph serving as Secretary, at the Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs, 525 Florida 4th Floor Room 427 Baton Rouge LA  70801. 
Invocation: Steve Pugh
Pledge of Allegiance: Willie Lewis

ROLL CALL

MEMBERS PRESENT



MEMBERS ABSENT
Harold Ritchie





June Williams

Huey Beverly


                                           Ethel Tabor
Willie Lewis





Grace Garon





Donald Mallet






Noah Aguillard






Blanche Wilks





Ann Keene

Terry Courville

Worlita Williams

Edward Walters

Ricco Thomas




GUEST:  Steve Pugh, State Rep. Dist. 73, Ponchatoula, Johnny Anderson, Deputy Chief of Staff Governor’s Office, Council on Aging and Area Agencies on Aging Directors
GOEA STAFF:  

Karen Ryder, GOEA Deputy Assistant Director; Marilyn Randolph, Secretary 
HAROLD RITCHIE, LEBA CHAIRMAN

LEBA Chairman Harold Ritchie declared a quorum was present with (11) members in attendance.  To approve the Apr. 21, 2016 minutes as written.  Motion:  Ann Keene; 2nd   Donald Mallet- Motion carried.  Chairman Ritchie asked each board member and each attendee to introduce themselves.  

KAREN RYDER, ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Karen Ryder thanked the board and the Aging Network for supporting her for the Executive Director position.  She informed them that she will be staying in her current position and doing both jobs.  She explained the budget constraints and handling the position in this way is the fiscal responsible thing to do.  She also made them aware of Mrs. Margaret McGarity's retirement and the elimination of her position and combining the duties among other staff.  GOEA is currently not anticipating a cut to the FY17 budget.  We have submitted our FY18 budget with the following changes, we are requesting for EPS to be returned to our office as RS.15: 1503 requires and also for returned to this office of the attorney Mr. Paul Colomb. Mrs. Ryder made the board aware of the problems GOEA was experiencing with North Delta AAA and that GOEA has been working with them for over a year and she is requesting permission to send a letter to the Governor recommending to pull their AAA status unless the LEBA board objects. (No objection was made)  They have until January 2 to comply with our final request.

 
NEW BUSINESS

Becky Bergeron is the newly elected President for Louisiana Council on Aging Director’s Association (LACODA) and she explained that they recommended Mrs. Karen Ryder as the interim director.  She explained concerns for the return of the Elderly Protective Services office (EPS) to GOEA.  She stated that having the office at GOEA gives the LACODA office easier access.  She thanked State Representative Steve Pugh for attending the meeting. 
Mr. Ritchie made a suggestion to the board to nominate Ms. June Williams as Vice Chairman of the board.  Mr. Willie Lewis made a motion to delay the vote until Ms. Williams returned to the next meeting.  Ms. Ann Keene 2nd Motion.

COMMENTS FROM MEMEBERS & GUESTS 
· State Representative Steve Pugh congratulated Mr. Harold Ritchie for becoming the new Chairman for the LEBA.  He looks forward to working with the LEBA Members and seniors in the state of La.

· Johnny Anderson also congratulated Mr. Harold Ritchie on becoming the new Chairman for the LEBA. Mr. Anderson looks forward to working with the LEBA Members and seniors in the State of La.  He thanked the COA’s and the directors for their dedication and hard work for the seniors.  He is also looking for GOEA to expand their office.  Mr. Anderson also made it clear that Mrs. Karen Ryder will be assuming the duties of Executive Director for GOEA and wants to put the conversation to rest about filling the Executive Director position.
· Evelyn LeBeau from East Carroll COA (North Delta) thanked Mrs. Karen for her assistance and leadership in assisting with North Delta.  
NEXT MEETING

LEBA’s first meeting and ethics training for 2017 is scheduled for February 2, 2017 at the Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs, 9:45 AM, 525 Florida, 4th Floor Room 427 Baton Rouge, LA  70801.

ADJOURN

Ann Keene:  Motion to Adjourn, 2nd Harold Ritchie
Meeting Adjourned:  10:55 AM

Prepared by Marilyn Randolph, GOEA Administrative Coordinator 4/Secretary

Handouts:
(1)
LEBA Sign In Sheet, November 17, 2016


(2)
LA Executive Board on Aging Member Listing Revised October 25, 2016


(3)
LA Executive Board on Aging Agenda for Thursday, November 17, 2016


(4)
Approved Minutes of the April 21, 2016 LA Executive Board on Aging Quarterly Meeting
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